THE GARDENS OF ADONTS

BOOK!

The

Morning
Star,
identified
with
Venus,
may have
been the
signal for
the festival
of Adonis.

as we have seen,1 the death of the old god was annually
celebrated  with  great  solemnity.     A  circumstance  which
attended the entrance of Julian into the city at the time of
the Adonis festival may perhaps throw some light on the date
of its celebration.    When the emperor drew near to the city
he was received with public prayers as if he had been a god,
and he marvelled at the voices of a great multitude who
cried that the Star of Salvation had dawned upon them in
the East2    This may doubtless have been no more than a
fulsome compliment paid by an obsequious Oriental crowd
to   the   Roman   emperor.      But   it   is   also   possible   that
the rising of a bright star regularly gave  the  signal  for
the  festival,  and  that  as  chance would  have it  the  star
emerged above the rim of the eastern horizon at the very
moment of the emperor's approach.    The coincidence, if it
happened, could hardly fail to strike the imagination of a
superstitious and excited multitude, who might  thereupon
hail   the   great   man   as   the   deity   whose    coming   was
announced by the sign  in the  heavens.     Or the emperor
may have  mistaken  for a  greeting to  himself the shouts
which were addressed to the star.     Now Astarte, the divine
mistress of Adonis, was  identified with the planet Venus,
and her changes from a morning to an evening star were
carefully noted by the Babylonian astronomers, who drew
omens from her alternate  appearance and  disappearance.8
Hence we may conjecture that the festival of Adonis was
regularly timed to coincide with the appearance of Venus as

1 Above, p. 227.

* Ammianus Marcellinus, xxii. 9.
14, ** Urbique propinquans in speciem
alicuf-us numinis votis txcipitur pub-
licis, miratus voces multitudinis mag-
nac, salutare sidus inluxisse eois parti-
bus adclamantis" We may compare
the greeting which a tribe of South
American Indians used to give to a
worshipful star after its temporary dis-
appearance. "The Abipones think
that the Pleiades, composed of seven
stats, is an image of their ancestor. As
the constellation is invisible for some
months in the sky of South America,
they believe that their ancestor is ill,

stars reappear in the month of May,
they imagine that their ancestor is
recovered from his sickness and has
returned ; so they hail him with joyous
shouts and the glad music of pipes and
war-horns. They congratulate him on
his recovery. ' How we thank you !
At last you have come back? Oh,
have you happily recovered ?' With
such cries they fill the air, attesting at
once their gladness and their folly."
See M. Dobrizhoffer, Historia dc Abi-
ponibus (Vienna, 1784), ii. 77.

3 M. Jastrow, The Religion of
Babylonia and Assyria, pp. 370 sqq.\
H. Zimmem, in E. Schrader's Dig

and every year they are mortally afraid      KciKnschrifUnunddasAUtTcstame'.it*
that he will die.    But when the said     p. 424.